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!
! As you fellowship with one another, please be intentional about sharing prayer requests and 
talking about what the Lord is doing in your lives.

! As the group transitions  from of a time of fellowship to a time of intentional study of the word,
it is  important to facilitate that transition with a time of worship. This week, we suggest that you
worship to How Firm A Foundation:

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!

What more can He say than to you He hath said—
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My gracious, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;

For I will be with thee thy trouble to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not harm thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.

“The soul that on Jesus doth lean for repose,
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”

 Worship (5 Minutes)

 Welcome (40 Minutes)



 Word (45 Minutes)

Commentary

-HVuV ,V 2ur AdYoFatH �� -oKn ����

7KH NH\ tHrm in tKiV YHrVH iV ³adYoFatH�´ wKiFK iV a tHrm uniTuH to -oKn and OitHraOO\ 
rHIHrV to VomHonH wKo FomHV aOonJVidH to KHOS� 7KH tHrm aV uVHd E\ -oKn 
FonYH\V tKH idHa oI an adYoFatH or FounVHOor �a Oaw\Hr�� VomHonH wKo SOHadV Ior 
tKH JuiOt\� ,n tKiV FaVH� wH KaYH an innoFHnt intHrFHVVor �-HVuV� SOHadinJ our FaVH 
EHIorH *od �wKHn wH arH an\tKinJ Eut innoFHnt�� 7KH rHaVon wH arH to EH 
FomIortHd �aV OittOH FKiOdrHn� wKHnHYHr wH Vin� iV EHFauVH -HVuV iV SOHadinJ EHIorH 
*od tKH IatKHr KiV own EOood tKat FOHanVHV uV oI aOO Vin ����� and IorJiYHV uV oI aOO 
unriJKtHouVnHVV ������ 7KiV iV tKH Jround oI -HVuV
 aSSHaO aV our adYoFatH�

7KH YHr\ tKouJKt oI tKiV iV intHndHd to do two tKinJV� 7KH IirVt iV tKat -HVuV
 roOH aV 
adYoFatH mHanV tKat HYHn now KH iV in KHaYHn SOHadinJ our FaVH Ior uV� 7KiV JiYHV 
uV JrHat FonIidHnFH tKat notKinJ Fan VHSaratH uV Irom tKH OoYH oI *od� &an -HVuV 
intHrFHdH Ior uV EHIorH tKH IatKHr� onO\ to EH turnHd awa\" 7KiV wiOO nHYHr KaSSHn� 
7KiV iV wK\ SFriSturH tHaFKHV tKH Vo�FaOOHd ³SHrVHYHranFH oI tKH VaintV�´ :H wiOO 
SHrVHYHrH unto tKH Hnd in IaitK EHFauVH of &KriVt's intHrFHVVion Ior uV� 7KH VHFond 
rHaVon iV VimSO\ to FauVH uV to FonVidHr tKH FoVt -HVuV Said to IrHH uV Irom our 
VinV� HiV EOood waV onFH VKHd to Sa\ tKH SHnaOt\ Ior our VinV in ordHr to rHFonFiOH 
uV to *od� Eut KiV SriHVtO\ worN iV onJoinJ�

-HVuV ,V 2ur 3roSitiation �� -oKn ����

JoKn dHYHOoSV two tKouJKtV in YHrVH �� -HVuV
 atoninJ VaFriIiFH �SroSitiation� Ior our 
VinV and tKH H[tHnt oI tKiV VaFriIiFH� :H VKaOO FonVidHr tKH VaFriIiFH oI -HVuV IirVt�

-HVuV
 EOood atonHmHnt ³SroSitiatHd´ or VatiVIiHd *od
V wratK �5omanV ����� Ior our 
VinV Vo tKat KiV KoOinHVV and MuVtiFH wHrH not FomSromiVHd in IorJiYinJ VinnHrV� 
*od
V riJKtHouV anJHr aJainVt Vin nHHdHd to EH aSSHaVHd EHIorH Vin FouOd EH 
IorJiYHn and *od in KiV OoYH VHnt -HVuV to VatiVI\ *od
V KoO\ anJHr aJainVt Vin� ,n 
tKiV wa\ *od dHmonVtratHd KiV riJKtHouVnHVV� wKiFK rHIHrV to KiV KoOinHVV and 
MuVtiFH� *od
V MuVtiFH waV FaOOHd into TuHVtion EHFauVH in KiV SatiHnFH Kad 
oYHrOooNHd IormHr VinV� ,n otKHr wordV� Kow FouOd *od aV tKH uttHrO\ HoO\ 2nH 
toOHratH Kuman Vin witKout inIOiFtinJ IuOO SuniVKmHnt on manNind� 7KH anVwHr waV 
tKH FroVV oI -HVuV &KriVt wKHrH tKH IuOO Sa\mHnt Ior tKH JuiOt oI Vin wouOd EH madH� 
and wKHrH &KriVt wouOd diH aV tKH VuEVtitutionar\ atoninJ VaFriIiFH Ior VinnHrV�

7KH H[tHnt oI -HVuV
 VaFriIiFH aV indiFatHd E\ tKH SKraVH� ³not Ior our VinV 
onO\� Eut aOVo Ior tKoVH oI tKH wKoOH worOd�´ KaV EHHn diIIiFuOt to undHrVtand aV it 
FouOd EH miVtaNHnO\ undHrVtood to tHaFK uniYHrVaO VaOYation wKiFK VFriSturH doHV 
not tHaFK� /iVtHd EHOow arH tKrHH SoVViEOH H[SOanationV� 

FirVt� -oKn ma\ EH VtrHVVinJ ³tKH uniYHrVaO aSSOiFation oI &KriVt
V worN�´ 6inFH 
³SroSitiation´ iV a VtronJO\ -HwiVK tHrm and VomHtKinJ aVVoFiatHd in -HwiVK mindV 
witK tKH EOood VaFriIiFH madH E\ tKH HiJK 3riHVt Ior tKH VinV oI tKH -HwiVK SHoSOH at 
tKH tHmSOH on tKH 'a\ oI AtonHmHnt� -oKn ma\ EH Va\inJ ³-HVuV madH SroSitiation 
Ior our VinV� Eut not MuVt tKH VinV oI uV wKo arH -HwV� wKiFK wH miJKt tKinN iV a 
-HwiVK tradition� Eut Ior aOO SHoSOHV oI tKH worOd Irom HYHr\ triEH� tonJuH and nation� 
,n tKiV VHnVH� KH iV a uniYHrVaO 6aYior�´

6HFond� -oKn ma\ EH VtrHVVinJ ³tKH H[FOuViYHnHVV oI tKH worN oI -HVuV aV 
tKH mHanV oI VaOYation�´ ,n tKiV FaVH� KiV wordV wouOd mHan VomHtKinJ OiNH tKiV� 
³-HVuV diHd Ior our VinV� and not MuVt Ior tKH VinV oI uV &KriVtianV wKo KaYH tKH 
wratK oI *od SroSitiatHd Ior uV E\ KiV dHatK� aV iI otKHr SHoSOH miJKt KaYH otKHr 
mHanV oI KaYinJ tKHir VinV SroSitiatHd� 1o� &KriVt iV tKH SroSitiation Ior tKH VinV oI aOO 
tKH SHoSOH oI tKH worOd wKo HYHr wiOO KaYH tKHrH VinV SroSitiatHd E\ &KriVt� 7KHrH iV 
no VaOYation outVidH oI &KriVt�´

7Kird� -oKn ma\ EH VtrHVVinJ ³tKH timHOHVV FKaraFtHr oI tKH atonHmHnt�´ ,n 
tKiV FaVH� KH wouOd EH Va\inJ� ³&KriVt iV tKH SroSitiation� not onO\ Ior tKH VinV oI 
tKoVH oI uV wKo OiYH in tKiV SrHVHnt aJH� Eut Ior aOO wKo wiOO HYHr EH Eorn into tKH 
worOd� untiO -HVuV FomHV aJain�´ ,n an\ FaVH� iI tKH VFoSH oI tKiV YHrVH iV not 
rHVtriFtHd in VomH wa\� it tHaFKHV uniYHrVaO VaOYation and not mHrHO\ uniYHrVaO 
atonHmHnt� 



Sermon Questions

   What Does it Say?

�� :Kat doHV -oKn Va\ iV KiV rHaVon Ior writinJ tKHVH tKinJV �in tKiV OHttHr�"

�� %ut� iI an\onH doHV Vin wKat mHanV KaV *od SroYidHd aFFordinJ to -oKn in
YHrVHV �E and �"

7KH H[tHnt oI -HVuV
 VaFriIiFH aV indiFatHd E\ tKH SKraVH� ³not Ior our VinV onO\� Eut 
aOVo Ior tKoVH oI tKH wKoOH worOd�´ KaV EHHn diIIiFuOt to undHrVtand aV it FouOd EH 
miVtaNHnO\ undHrVtood to tHaFK uniYHrVaO VaOYation wKiFK SFriSturH doHV not tHaFK� 
/iVtHd EHOow arH tKrHH SoVViEOH H[SOanationV� 

FirVt� -oKn ma\ EH VtrHVVinJ ³tKH uniYHrVaO aSSOiFation oI &KriVt
V worN�´ 6inFH 
³SroSitiation´ iV a VtronJO\ -HwiVK tHrm and VomHtKinJ aVVoFiatHd in -HwiVK mindV 
witK tKH EOood VaFriIiFH madH E\ tKH HiJK 3riHVt Ior tKH VinV oI tKH -HwiVK SHoSOH at 
tKH tHmSOH on tKH 'a\ oI AtonHmHnt� -oKn ma\ EH Va\inJ ³-HVuV madH SroSitiation 
Ior our VinV� Eut not MuVt tKH VinV oI uV wKo arH -HwV� wKiFK wH miJKt tKinN iV a 
-HwiVK tradition� Eut Ior aOO SHoSOHV oI tKH worOd Irom HYHr\ triEH� tonJuH and nation� 
,n tKiV VHnVH� KH iV a uniYHrVaO 6aYior�´

6HFond� -oKn ma\ EH VtrHVVinJ ³tKH H[FOuViYHnHVV oI tKH worN oI -HVuV aV tKH 
mHanV oI VaOYation�´ ,n tKiV FaVH� KiV wordV wouOd mHan VomHtKinJ OiNH tKiV� 
³-HVuV diHd Ior our VinV� and not MuVt Ior tKH VinV oI uV &KriVtianV wKo KaYH tKH 
wratK oI *od SroSitiatHd Ior uV E\ KiV dHatK� aV iI otKHr SHoSOH miJKt KaYH otKHr 
mHanV oI KaYinJ tKHir VinV SroSitiatHd� 1o� &KriVt iV tKH SroSitiation Ior tKH VinV oI 
aOO tKH SHoSOH oI tKH worOd wKo HYHr wiOO KaYH tKHrH VinV SroSitiatHd E\ &KriVt� 7KHrH 
iV no VaOYation outVidH oI &KriVt�´

7Kird� -oKn ma\ EH VtrHVVinJ ³tKH timHOHVV FKaraFtHr oI tKH atonHmHnt�´ ,n tKiV 
FaVH� KH wouOd EH Va\inJ� ³&KriVt iV tKH SroSitiation� not onO\ Ior tKH VinV oI tKoVH oI 
uV wKo OiYH in tKiV SrHVHnt aJH� Eut Ior aOO wKo wiOO HYHr EH Eorn into tKH worOd� untiO 
-HVuV FomHV aJain�´ 

   What Does it Mean?

�� /ooNinJ at tKH OaVt IHw YHrVHV in FKaStHr � wK\ miJKt -oKn IHHO tKH nHHd to
FOHarO\ maNH KiV VtatHmHnt in � -oKn ���� ³tKat \ou ma\ not Vin´"

�� :Kat iV tKH EuiOt�in tHnVion EHtwHHn � -oKn ����� and � -oKn ���a"

�� /ooN at -oKn ������� and -oKn ������� and 0attKHw ������� to VHH VomH
H[amSOHV oI -HVuV¶ tHaFKinJ on tKiV VuEMHFt�  :Kat did -HVuV Va\ to SHoSOH aItHr KH
Kad KHaOHd tKHm or VaYHd tKHm"  :Kat did -HVuV Va\ wouOd KaSSHn to SHoSOH in
tKH IinaO MudJmHnt wKo FOaimHd to Nnow -HVuV aV /ord� Eut did not do KiV wiOO"



   What Does it Mean?

�� /ooN at tKH tHaFKinJV oI tKH aSoVtOH 3auO in (SKHVianV ������ and tKH writHr
to tKH HHErHwV in HHE� ������  'o tKHVH YHrVHV Va\ tKat OiYinJ a KoO\ OiIH VaYHV \ou
or rHFonFiOHV \ou to *od"  'o tKHVH YHrVHV Va\ tKat OiYinJ a KoO\ OiIH wiOO EH tKH Hnd
rHVuOt Irom EHinJ VaYHd E\ *od¶V JraFH"

�� 9HrVH �E Va\V� ³%ut iI an\onH doHV Vin� wH KaYH an adYoFatH witK tKH FatKHr�
-HVuV &KriVt tKH riJKtHouV�´  7KiV word� ³Vin´ in tKiV YHrVH in tKH *rHHN iV in tKH
aoriVt tHnVH wKiFK iV uVHd Ior a VSHFiIiF aFtion in a Soint oI timH�  :K\ iV tKat
imSortant to undHrVtand wKat -oKn iV rHIHrrinJ to in tKiV YHrVH"

�� :H KaYH an adYoFatH witK tKH FatKHr�  How doHV -HVuV adYoFatH Ior uV witK
tKH FatKHr"  'oHV KH Va\ tKat wH arH innoFHnt and tKHrHIorH do not dHVHrYH
SuniVKmHnt"  'oHV KH SOHad tKat wH KaYH mHrit and VKouOd EH VSarHd
SuniVKmHnt"  How doHV -HVuV SOHad in our EHKaOI EHIorH tKH FatKHr"

�� :Kat iV tKH ViJniIiFanFH oI tKH namHV oI our adYoFatH²-HVuV� &KriVt� tKH
riJKtHouV"  7KinN aEout 5omanV ���� in FonnHFtion witK tKiV SKraVH�

�� 1otiFH tKat -HVuV iV an adYoFatH Ior uV EHIorH tKH FatKHr and not EHIorH tKH
-udJH"  :Kat diIIHrHnFH doHV tKat maNH"

�� 7KH OaVt Sart oI YHrVH � Va\V tKat -HVuV ³KimVHOI iV tKH SroSitiation Ior our
VinV�´   7o SroSitiatH iV to aEVorE tKH SHnaOt\ oI *od¶V MudJmHnt aJainVt Vin�  /ooN
at ,VaiaK ���� and 0attKHw ������  How iV -HVuV KimVHOI tKH SroSitiation Ior our
VinV"

�� :Kat NindV oI VtHSV Fan \ou taNH or arH \ou taNinJ to IiJKt Vin in \our OiIH"  ,V
tKiV VomHtKinJ \ou Fan do witK VKHHr wiOO SowHr"  /ooN at 5omanV ���� and
*aOatianV ������� to VSur \our tKinNinJ�

�� How doHV it KHOS \ou in \our IiJKt aJainVt Vin to Nnow tKat -HVuV� tKH
riJKtHouV iV \our adYoFatH wKHn \ou Vin"



After enjoying times of fellowship, worship, and time in God’s word together, it is now time to 
pray together as a group and encourage one another in the faith. In addition to praying for, and 
encouraging one another, this portion of the group time should also be used for planning how your 
group can participate in God’s work outside the walls of our church – “neighbors and nations.”  

Here is a list of local ministries and the folks at Norris Ferry who are actively involved in those 
local ministries that can serve as  a contact person for your community groups as you think and pray 
about becoming involved:

Ministries  Contact
Adoption/Foster Care  Various members
Allendale friendship house  Bob and Dianne Nida
Central America mission trip Jared Clary
Community Renewal  Paige Hoffpauir
Crisis pregnancy center   Melody Roussel
FCA   Stephanie Springer
First priority   Jared Clary
Ghana medical mission trip  Nicolette Rogers
GriefShare  Jan Crain
Heart of Hope  Alicia Lambert
Hub/Purchased  Various members
Last Call Ministries   Joe and Liz Spell
Luke's Lighthouse   Ben and Lori Garmon
NOLA church plant   Jared Clary
Reach Global camps  Matt and Angie Johnson
Rescue mission  Jerry Planchock
Samaritan counseling  Wavely Cunningham
South Sudan Mission trip   Jared Clary
World Race mission trip   Jami Williams
Young Life   Luke and Kristi Johnson
Zion Ridge   Robert Smitherman

 Walk (30 Minutes)



�� -oKn Va\V KH iV writinJ tKHVH tKinJV in KiV OHttHr ³Vo tKat \ou ma\ not Vin´�

�� :H KaYH an adYoFatH witK tKH FatKHr� -HVuV &KriVt tKH riJKtHouV� and -HVuV iV KimVHOI tKH
SroSitiation Ior our VinV�

�� ,n tKH OaVt IHw YHrVHV oI FKaStHr �� -oKn Vaid tKat a SHrVon wKo Va\V KH KaV no Vin iV
dHFHiYinJ KimVHOI� and KH Vaid tKat ³iI wH FonIHVV our VinV� KH iV IaitKIuO and MuVt to IorJiYH uV our
VinV and to FOHanVH uV Irom aOO unriJKtHouVnHVV�´  -oKn SroEaEO\ IHOt tKH nHHd to not OHaYH tKH
imSrHVVion  tKat Vin in a &KriVtian¶V OiIH doHV not mattHr�

�� � -oKn ����� SroYidHV a FOHar rHmHd\ Ior VinV in tKH &KriVtian OiIH and tKHVH YHrVHV ma\ EH
miVintHrSrHtHd to JiYH &KriVtianV OiFHnVH to FontinuH VinninJ�  HowHYHr in &KaStHr �� -oKn FOHarO\
Va\V &KriVtianV VKouOd not Vin�  7KiV OHaYHV a Nind oI EuiOt�in tHnVion EHtwHHn tKHVH two trainV oI
tKouJKt�

�� -HVuV toOd tKH OamH SHrVon KH KHaOHd to Vin no morH� and KH toOd tKH woman FauJKt in
aduOtHr\� ³*o and Irom now on Vin no morH�´  -HVuV tauJKt tKat tKHrH wouOd EH man\ in tKH
MudJmHnt tKat wouOd FaOO Kim ³/ord� /ord´� Eut KH wouOd Va\ to tKHm ³, nHYHr NnHw \ou� dHSart
Irom mH� \ou worNHrV oI OawOHVVnHVV�´

�� 7KHVH YHrVHV do not Va\ tKat OiYinJ a KoO\ OiIH wiOO VaYH uV or rHFonFiOH uV to *od�  :H arH
VaYHd E\ JraFH tKrouJK tKH JiIt oI IaitK²not oI worNV� Vo tKat no onH ma\ EoaVt�  :H arH *od¶V
worNmanVKiS �E\ JraFH� tKrouJK IaitK� ³FrHatHd in &KriVt -HVuV Ior Jood worNV wKiFK *od KaV
SrHSarHd EHIorHKand� tKat wH VKouOd waON in tKHm�´  :H arH not VaYHd E\ Jood worNV� Eut wH wiOO
waON in Jood worNV iI wH arH VaYHd E\ *od¶V JraFH�  /iNHwiVH HHErHwV ����� VtatHV tKat witKout
KoOinHVV no onH wiOO VHH tKH /ord�

�� ,n tKiV YHrVH wKHrH -oKn Va\V ³%ut iI an\onH doHV Vin´ tKH word ³Vin´ KHrH iV in tKH aoriVt
tHnVH wKiFK rHIHrV to a VSHFiIiF Vin tKat KaV aOrHad\ oFFurrHd�  HH iV not rHIHrrinJ to an onJoinJ
OiIHVt\OH oI VinninJ�  HH mHanV iI an\onH wKo KaV FommittHd iVoOatHd� VSHFiIiF VinV Ior wKiFK KH iV
VHHNinJ IorJiYHnHVV� wH KaYH an adYoFatH witK tKH FatKHr and a SroSitiation Ior our VinV�

�� -HVuV SOHadV on our EHKaOI EHFauVH KH KaV VuIIHrHd tKH SuniVKmHnt Ior our VinV in KiV own
Eod\�  HH KaV aOrHad\ VuIIHrHd tKH SuniVKmHnt tKat wH dHVHrYHd�  HH doHV not SOHad tKat wH arH
innoFHnt� EHFauVH wH arH not�  1or do wH KaYH mHrit witKin ourVHOYHV�

 FroVV� ³0\ *od� 0\ *od wK\ KaYH \ou IorVaNHn mH"´  HHrH *od turnHd awa\ Irom KiV 6on wKHn 
KH waV EHarinJ our VinV on tKH FroVV�  -HVuV� KimVHOI� iV tKH SroSitiation Ior our VinV�  HH aEVorEHd 
tKH MudJmHnt and wratK oI *od E\ taNinJ our VinV uSon KimVHOI�

 Model Answers to Sermon Questions

   What Does it Say?

   What Does it Mean?



�� 7KH namH ³-HVuV´ rHIHrV to KiV Kumanit\²KH FamH aV a man namHd -HVuV�  7KH namH
³&KriVt´ iV tKH namH mHaninJ 0HVViaK� ³7KH riJKtHouV´ rHIHrV to KiV VinOHVV OiIH on tKiV HartK wKiFK
madH Kim TuaOiIiHd to EH a SHrIHFt VaFriIiFH Ior uV wKHn KH diHd Ior uV on tKH FroVV�  ³:Ko iV to
FondHmn"  &KriVt -HVuV iV tKH onH wKo diHd²morH tKan tKat wKo waV raiVHd²wKo iV at tKH riJKt
Kand oI *od� wKo indHHd iV intHrFHdinJ Ior uV�´  5om ����

�� :H arH aOrHad\ Sart oI tKH IamiO\ iI wH KaYH EHHn VaYHd�  ,n tKat FaVH -HVuV iV adYoFatinJ Ior
uV EHIorH our FatKHr wKo OoYHV uV and not EHIorH a -udJH wKo KaV no rHOationVKiS witK uV�

�� AFFordinJ to ,VaiaK ���� *od KaV Oaid uSon -HVuV tKH iniTuit\ oI uV aOO�  :H VHH HYidHnFH oI
tKat in 0attKHw ����� wKHn -HVuV FriHV out on tKH FroVV� ³0\ *od� 0\ *od wK\ KaYH \ou IorVaNHn
mH"´  HHrH *od turnHd awa\ Irom KiV 6on wKHn KH waV EHarinJ our VinV on tKH FroVV�  -HVuV�
KimVHOI� iV tKH SroSitiation Ior our VinV�  HH aEVorEHd tKH MudJmHnt and wratK oI *od E\ taNinJ our
VinV uSon KimVHOI�


